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delay ; he however went out to make inquiries at Mocha for some safe means of getting Fatima conveyed to her uncle.
4 In the meantime she resolved in her mind the several circumstances attending her actual situation in the world, and before the next morning had well dawned, she had resolved on urging her kind protector to take her with him to India, before whom she appeared with a more tranquil countenance than he had yet witnessed. When they were seated, he said, " Well, Fatima, I propose to devote this day to the arrangement of all things necessary for your comfort on your journey home, and to-morrow morning the kaarawaunl sets out for Yumen, where I heartily pray you may be conducted in safety, and meet your uncle in joy. Have no fears for your journey, put your entire trust in God, and never forget that your safety and liberation were wrought out by His goodness alone/'
1 " Hir/erut2 (revered Sir),'' she replied, 4t I have weighed well the advantages I should derive by being always near to you, against the prospects of my home and wealth in Arabia, which I am resolved to relinquish if you accede to my proposal. Let me then continue to be your slave, or your servant, if that term is more agreeable to my kind master. Slavery with a holy master is preferable to freedom with wealth and impiety. You must have servants, I will be the humblest and not the least faithful in my devoted services."
' The pious man was surprised beyond measure; he attempted to dissuade her, and referred to his wife and children in India. " Oh ! take me to them," she cried with energy ; " I will be to them all you or they can desire." This arrangement of Fatima'swas rather perplexing to him ; her tears and entreaties, however, prevailed over his preference, and he quieted her agitation by agreeing to take her to India with him.
& After maturely weighing all the circumstances of the voyage by sea, and the long journey by land from Bombay to Lucknow, he came to the determination of giving Fatima a legal claim to his protection, and thereby a security also from slanderous imputations either against her or himself, by marrying her before they embarked at Mocha ; and on their arrival at Lucknow, Fatima was presented to his first 1 Karwan, a caravan.                    2 Ilazrat.